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Ousted Arias 
Fails in Call for 
Panama Strike 


By John M. Goshko 

Washington Post Foreign Service 
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Deposed President Arnulfo 
Arias’s attempt to trigger a 
mass uprising against Pana- 
ma’s new military junta failed 
its first test today. 

Arias, who was overthrown 
by the 4800-man National 
Guard Friday night after only 
11 days in office, had appealed 
last night to the Panamanian 
people to begin a campaign of 
strikes, civil disobedience and 
even armed resistance against 
the Guard. 

There were minor scattered 
incidents and some stores 
were closed. But in the main, 
business went on, the streets 
were jammed with people, and 
transportaton and commun-icar 
Hons were operating on sched- 
' ule. 

Possibility of Trouble 

Still, impartial observers 
here cautioned that Arias does 
-command great popular sup- 
port, that tension and resent- 
ment against the Guard are 
building and that rioting could 
brea-t o-ut when least expected. 

But most signs indicated 
deepening gloom among Arias 
supporters. This was bolstered 
'by the fact that Arias, who is 
m refuge inside the .U-S.-oom*- 
troled Panama Canal Zone, 
suddendly made himself inac- 
cessible to foreign reporters. 
U.S. Warns Arias 

This was partly because 
Arias was warned by U.S. of- 
ficials about engaging in polit- 
ical activities while under U S 
protection. The United States 
is concerned that his -calls for 
rebellion might touch off a 
civil war that would force U.S. 
intervention in -order to- pro- 
tect the Canal. 

However, -the sudden silence 
-also seemed to indicate Arias’s 
unwillingness to talk about 
the lack of response to his call 
for revolt. Some of Ms aides 
cited several reasons. Among 
these was the junta’s complete 
takeover of -all means of com- 
munication within Panama. 

Arias has been forced to 
imake his appeal by such meth- 
ods as having a tape recording 
broadcast over a clandestine 
- roving radio -and having leaf- 
lets tossed into the streets 


reason was expressed by one 
Arias lieutenant: “Panamam- 
ans 'are great talkers, but 
when it comes to -actually 
fighting, we have few guns 
and few heroes.” 

Washington Embarrassed 
Washington has been embar- 
rassed by the coup because 
the National Guard is U.S. 
trained and equipped and was 
regarded as the Latin Ameri- 
can military force most re- 
sponsive to U.S. preachments 
about staying out of politics. 

Since last night, there have 
been several meetings of U.S. 
officials, including at least two 
that involved Washington’s 
three top representatives 
here: Ambassador Charles W. 
Adair, Maj. Gen. Walter P. 
Leber, the Governor of th-e 
Canal Zone, and Gen. Robert 
O. Porter, chief of the U.S. 
Southern Command, which in- 
cludes all American military 
forces in Latin America. 

Behind the scenes, the 
United States has been explor- 
ing ways of getting the mill , 
tary -out of the Presidential 
Palace and restoring some 
semblance of constitutionality. 
Move by U.S. Hinted 
The United States was un- 
derstood to be trying to get 
the junta to step aside in 
favor of Arias’s first vice pres- 
ident, Raul Arango. However, 
the indications are that Ar- 
ango doesn’t want the job and j 
that the Guard would not ae- 1 
cept -him if he did. 

Sources close to the top 
Guard officers expect a period 
of official chilliness with the 
United States. But, these 
sources continue, the junta 
thinks Washington eventually 
will come around to accepting 
its Charge that Arias was trying 
to establish his own dictator- 
ship here. 

As an inducement, the junta 
is expected to hold out the 
promise to quietly begin nego- 
tiations on a new Canal treaty. 
This would include guarantees 
of continued U.S. rights to 
maintain military bases here 
—a move that the junta thinks 
will win it the support of the 
Pentagon. 



